PETRI HILTUNEN

J22(S10/0) 28

A Gale of Gbree Sovereigns




>

T D 4 s 4
_ A S
W WESTERN '?%ﬂ,.‘é) 5 fa
¥ -
PLANE A e Ooxoe sm 418 RUINE OF L4
= T P 5, WARTH 4, & n
H [
/) i WL Vs O I
[ a o » &
\ { 2 SELFIA . ) .,,..,_,‘.«"""‘1 LS » * i
& B 4
R\ J A e (@)L FARRIENA |2 ale 213
; A [ Y A a
; g

» WALL OF A s

I o .
7 = DR A s e TRELAUS
P A % TRAVAN A . J .
5. / BARRED r} N
L ), < G < ey N V- K
hos e j » - e
A .
. ol 4 > .-
= e 2 - a $4 ‘,‘.a
- T L, s [ . Y D
e B Lt AT CIRCOL} I
I o N PR

&, Aot T Y
P it

b,

= e 4
) Iy ool "
49 % e :
Y A )

\ —




\=‘ Fm N N7 q
Y AR YL
\i\,"\' "': hlg.\n\r—‘/\ .
Vi =

i

AU

FARRIGNIA WAS CHOSEN AS THE CAPITAL OF JACONIA AFTER THE CIVIL WAR. TULATH HADP BEEN TURNEEL INTO THE

BARREL CITY ANP WARTH WAS ALREALPY IN RUINS. THE CITY WAS CENTRALLY LOCATEL ANEP MANY ROAPE ANP RIVERS
CROSSEP THEIR PATHS THERE. FOLLOWING THE RISING LUNREST WITHIN THE NATION, FARRIGNIA HALZ BECOME A SAFE

HAVEN FOR ARTISTE ANEP SCHOLARS. AS A POLITICALLY INSIGNIFICANT CITY IT AAZ MANAGELR TO AVOIP ANY ARMEL CON-

FLICTS ANE, AS A RESULT, RETAIN MUCH OF ITS FORMER GLORY, PESPITE VAST OVERPOPLULATION.
—
THE FAMOUS ROYAL PALACE ) [~ . == "r==— — i
1S ONE OF JACONIA'S MOST e - A — - = _ e
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WITH STRICT LAWS ANEP AN IRON FIST, SHE HAS KEFPT
THE STREETS OF FARRIGNIA SAFE. THOLIGH OTHERWISE
CONSIPEREP A CONSERVATIVE LEAPER, THE QUEEN
FAVOLIRS THE ARTS AND NATLRAL SCIENCES, ANDP
FARRIGNIA'S REFUTATION AS A CITY OF THE LEARNEP IS
NOT CUT OUT OF WHOLE CLOTH.
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LIALA MADA, THE QUEEN OF FARRIGNIA, IS / % 2
THE MOST POWERFLIL PRINCE IN JACONIA, \b
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HERE THE PRAEPOR CAN ALSO SELL
THE BLUE SHIELD QUARTER, ALSO KNOWN AS THE STREET OF WONPERS OR MAGICAL ITEMS, OR TRAPE THEM FOR
| POISONBREW LANE, IS THE GO-TO PLACE FOR APVENTURERS LOOKING TO PO SMALLER TRINKETS ANE CHARMS THEY
BUSINESS AND IT LIES IN THE OLL TOWN OF FARRIGNIA, IT € A MARKETPLACE P
FOR ALCHEMISTS, AND EVEN THE AGELESSE. ON THE STREET YOU WILL ALSO PESIRE. YOU'LL FING WEALTHY BUYERS IN
FING THE BLACK ROOM, WHICH IS THE EMBASSY OF THE AGELESS AMONG SPAPES, BUT PANGER COMES WITH THE
MORTALS. MANY PRAECOR COME HERE TO SELL THEIR TREASLRES, EVEN
THOUGH THE CLOSEST EPBE OF THE WASTELANE OF THE WOLF IS OVER 400
MILES AWAY,

S
AR

=

%
7

by
¥4
///

4

P L IR ! v
% " & re—

/._/'_‘:W'A""'\‘n‘l\-n~! s
HE BEST ALCHEMISTS ANEP
WIZARLCS-FOR-HIRE CAN BE FOLIND Iy

THE BLUE SHIELD RUARTER,
N YaC G SEIE Y RETYOT

Farrignia



THE QUARTER OF THE IRON ROOSTER IS A PISTRICT OF WEALTHY MERCENARY
FAMILIES. THEY, LIKE S0 MANY OTHERS, ARE INTERESTEL IN THE SERVICES A
PRAEPOR CAN FROVIPE, AS THE HIGHEST BIPPER IS ALWAYS THE FAVOLIREP
CUSTOMER HERE, ONE CAN FIND HERSELF IN THE MIPPLE OF ALL SORTSE OF

SHAPY PEALS LUNPER THE SERVICE OF THESE MECHANTS,
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HERE YOU CAN ALSO FINP MANY A RETIREL, ANP THUS
SUCCESSFUL, PRAEPOR WHO MIGHT FROVE TO BE
USEFUL SOURCES OF INFORMATION, SHOULE THEY

HAPPEN TO BE SOBER.

THE FAMOUS LNIVERSITY OF FARRIGNIA HIRES PRAEPOR TO PROTECT ANP
OGUIPE THEIR EXFPEPITIONS, THEY ARE ALSO ALWAYS ON THE MARKET FOR
MONETER ORGANE ANP ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS.

l PESFITE HER CONSERVATIVE WAYS, THE QLIEEN HAS PERMITTEP ‘

PROSTITUTION AND BAMBLING BETWEEN THE THIRP ANEP FOURTH (THE
OUTERMOST) WALLS, THE THIEVES' GLILP HAS GRATEFULLY KEPT THESE
PASTIMES, ANE THEIR BYPROPUCTS, FROM SPREALPING TO THE MORE WEALTHY
FARTE OF THE CITY. MOST OF THE CITY'S POPULATION CONSISTE OF HONEST
CRAFTSMEN.
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ON THE OUTSKIRTE OF THE CITY, IN THE SHAPOW OF
THE SOLUTHERN WALL, LIES THE SLUM PISTRICT. AN
ENPLESS SEA OF SHACKS ANP TENTS INHABITED BY
BEGGARS ANP TRAPESMEN UNWILLING TO PAY THE

CITY TOLLS, THIS AREA IS LAWLESS,
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THE CAPITAL OF THE NORTH IS HOLRUE, WHICH WAS ALL BLUT
OBLITERATEL IN THE CIVIL WAR, THE SOLE SLRVIVING
STRUCTURE IS THE CITY WALL, WHICH THE MORTAL PRINCES
USEDP AS A BASE WHEN THEY REBLILT THE CITY INTO A
VERTICALLY UNIMPRESSIVE YET HOMELY CITY SURROUNPEL 8Y
FERTILE FIELPS. HOLRUS IS THE SEAT OF POWER FOR THE
CHIURCH OF ARTANTE.
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THIS PEACEFLL CITY, KNOWN FOR ITS FABRICS
ANP HANPICRAFTS, IS RULED BY KING VESTAR MAFA,
CRIME RATES ARE LOW, THE NUMBER OF
HYPOCRITES IS HIGH.
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PRAELPOR ANP OTHER APVENTLURERS ARE
GREETEP WITH HOSTILE GLANCES ANP
CONSIPEREL SCLUM, RIFE FOR THE GALLOWS, THIS
NARROW-MINPEPNESS HAS ALSO STIFLES MANY
SCIENCES ANFP FORMS OF ART.

THE NORTHERN ANEP CENTRAL FARTS OF JACONIA MAINLY CONSIST OF
LOWLANPS FILLEP WITH FIELPS ANP FPASTURES PIVIPED BY MANY ROAPS
ANP PUCTE THAT ARE USELP FOR BOTH TRANSFORT ANED WATERING.
HEAVY LANEP BASED TRAFFIC IS RARE ANP MOST LARGE CHARGES ARE
TRANSPORTEPR USING BARGES FULLEP BY OXEN, THE POPULATION IS HIGH,
AZ IS THE PENSITY OF VILLAGES,

COLOSGAL. ARUELPLCTS CNVEY WATER FROM THE
HIGHLANDPE INTO THE CITIES, SOMETIMES FOR HLINPREPS
OF MILES,
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TOGETHER WITH THE AFOREMENTIONED AREAS, JACONIA'S
BREAPBASKET I8 FORMELD BY THE KINGPOMS OF SUNIA, TUTUS
ANP JUSTIA. ALL THREE ARE REMARKABLY SIMILAR. 2,

THESE FIELPS HAVE BEEN
FARMEL FOR AN ETERNITY.
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BEYONP THE RIVER GORFAR ANP THE INLAND SEA LIE THE FIELPS
OF GREEN THAT ARE HOME TO MANY A SHEEF ANP APPLETREE. THE
REGION IS IMMENSELY BEAUTIFUL, BUT THE ROAMING FACKS OF
WOLVES ANP BANPITS FROM THE SOUTH MAKE IT A RATHER
UNPESIRABLE LOCATION FOR HABITATION.
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OF THE KINGPOMS EAST OF THE RIVER GORFAR, GALTH
1S THE MOST FOWERFUL. VIRTUALLY ALL OF JUSTIA ANL
PIPERIA'S TRAPE TRANSACTIONS TAKE PLACE IN THE
BUSY INLANE FORT OF GALTH ANE, AS A RESULT, IT HAS
GROWN INTO A BLUSY ANDP WEALTHY CITY. . ——

i

GALTH I8 ALSO HOME TO A FEW
AGELESS, EVEN THOLUGH THE CASTLE §
OF FEPERAC LIES PESERTEP

Northeas



PIPERIA WAS BUILT ON THE SHORES OF THE INLANEP SEA, BUT
NOWALAYS THE WATERFRONT MEETS THE OLP POCKS OF THE
CITY ONLY PURING FLOOP SEASONS IN SPRING AN ALTUMN.
HOWEVER, FISHING IS STILL A PROMINENT ANE IMFORTANT
LIVELIHOOP FOR THE KINGLOM.
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— THE SEAT OF FOWER IS OCCLUPIED BY THE LENIENT
) -~ .| KING MELEK ANPER. PIPERIA IS ALSO HOME TO THE
\ e — MONASTERY OF THE SENNIT MONKE OF ARTANTE,
Yy L L7 FABLEP FOR THEIR COLLECTION OF BOOKS, BLUT
\ ? S OTHERWISE THE ATMOSPHERE IS RATHER RLRAL .
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MANY TRAPE SHIPS TRAVERSE THE INLANP SEA, BUT IT IS ALSO SAILEP BY
MANY PIRATES, THEY WILL GENERALLY LEAVE FISHERMEN ALONE, ANE
PIGNITARIES HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO PISGLISE THEMSELVES AS SUCH. TALES
ARE ALSO TOLP OF MONSTERS THAT HAVE SWAM HERE FROM BORVARIA
THROLIGH THE UNPERGROLINDG STREAMS,
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THE STEEFP SLOPES ANP ROCKY ISLANDPSE OF THE
EASTERN MOLINTAINS RISE PIRECTLY FROM THE
WATERFRONT. THE COVES OF THE SHORELINE
HIPE MANY MOUNTAIN VILLABES ANE THE
ISLANPS ARE FESTERING WITH PIRATES.

Inner Sea




THE GARGANTUAN RUINS OF WARTH LIE NORTH OF FARRIGNIA, AN UGLY SCAR IN THE G B T g
MIPPLE OF JACONIA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIPE, FOR ALL POINTS AND PURPOSES,
WARTH IS CURSED GROUNPS, BUT THE AGELESS PESTROYED EVERY THING WITHIN IT ANEE

NOW THE CITY HAS FALLEN SILENT ANP BLEAK,
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THE MONSTERS HAVE BEEN CUT
POWN TO A HANPFLUL OF TIMIP
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THERE ARE RUMOURS OF SURVIVING TREASLURE, BUT
FINPING ANY WITHOUT A MAF IS NIGH IMPOSSIBLE.
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TO THE WEST OF WARTH, THE SOIL BECOMES MORE ANP MORE THIS IS ENSLIRED 8Y SWAMP PEVILS ANP TALES
BOBGY. HERBS ARE SOMETIMES GATHERED ON THE EPGES OF OF OTHER SUCH MONSTERS ~ THE FAILEP
THESE SWAMPS, BLUT TO VENTLRE FLIRTHER IS TO WALK INTO ONE'S EXPERIMENTE ANP CREATIONS OF ANCIENT
PEMISE, ACELESS,
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THE SOUTHERN FPARTS OF THE WESTERN FIELPS ANP THE HIGHLANEPS SELFIA ANE TRAVAN TOOK A HARE HIT PLURING THE
SURROLINPING THE NORTHERN EPGE OF THE MOLUNTAINS ARE HOME TO A HIGH BARBARIAN WARS, BLUIT THEY HAVE RECOVERELP WELL.,
NUMBER OF RECENT SETTLERS, FEARING THE NOMALS AND MOLINTAIN CLANS, THESE CITIES ARE WELL FREFPARED FOR INCOMING

THE LOCALS HAVE TRANSFORMELD THESE FARMS INTO SMALL FORTRESSES. ATTACKS, EVEN PLRING PEACE.
STRANGERS ARE TREATEL TO A FAIR AMOLUNT OF SUSFICION AT FIRST, BUT
FRIENPLINESS ANEP KINPNESS CAN BE REWARPEL WITH FABLED HOSPITALITY,
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THE WESTERN HIGHLANLS LIE TO THE SOUTH OF SELFIA, ANP THEY COVER

ROUBHLY A SIXTH OF JACONIA'S SLIRFACE AREA. THESE MOLINTAINSG ARE
NOT A FART OF ANY KINGLOM WITHIN JACONIA, ANLP THEIR FPEAKS CAN SOAR
UPWARPS OF 3,5 MILES,
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THE MOUNTAIN CLANS TAKE A RATHER KEEN THE ABGELESS KING OF ANBAR CREATEL THE YETIS AND MANY OTHER

INTEREST IN STRANGERS, S0 YOL BETTER COME MOUNTAIN BEASTS IN ORPER TO ERAPICATE THE EARLY MOLINTAIN CLANS. HE
FPREFAREL WITH A BOOP EXFLANATION OR A HEFTY | | /IS LONG GONE, BUT THE BEASTS CONTINUE TO WAGE
BRIBE, THE CLANS ALSO WAGE WARS AGAINST WAR ABAINST THE HUMANS. K

TN X

EACH OTHER, SO BEFRIENPING ONE MIGHT MAKE
AN ENEMY OF ANOCTHER. LUCKILY YOL CAN ALWAYS
TELL IF A MEMBER OF THE MOUNTAIN FOLK IS
PREFPARELD FOR WAR OR FPEACE BASEL ON THEIR

OUTFITS.

THE LOCATIONS OF THE FORTIFIED VILLABGES OF THE MOLUNTAIN CLANS ARE KEFPT
SECRET, THROLGH SHEER VIOLENCE IF FUSH COMES TO SHOVE., CONTRARY TO
POPULAR BELIEF, THE CLANS PO NOT LIVE ON THE SNOWY SLOPES OF THE
MOUNTAINS, BLUT IN THE VERLANT VALLEYS HIPPEN AMONGSST THEM.
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TOWARPS THE SOUTHERN ENP OF THE MOLUNTAIN RANGE . B 7. WM.
YOU'LL FING THE CITY OF ANGAR, THE ACTUAL KINGEOM OF =7 THOUGH PROFPERLY ARMEL, THE GARRISON OF FERS
ANGAR HAS BEEN PUSHED FAR TO THE EAST OF THE EEBLE RESISTANCE AGAINST THE MOUNTAIN CLANS

MOLNTAING BY THE WILL CLANS, THE CAPITAL 1€ EFFECTIVELY K A ANE THE CITY WOULP PROBABLY HAVE BEEN

JUET A WELL GARRISONEP TRAPEPOST. 7 ABANPONEP A LONG TIME ABO IF NOT FOR THE RICH

BETWEEN THE WESTERN ANP EASTERN MOLINTAINS, SOUTHERN JACONIA IS A LANEP OF GRANES
FORESTES ANP RIWVERS, FORTIFIELD FARME ANP FIELPS PECORATE THE TREE LINES, ANP THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT TRAPE ROLITE BETWEEN THE NORTH ANEP THE SOLTH FOLLOWS THE RIVER FRANFAR,
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COMMERCIAL CITY ON THE RIVER FRANFAR, MERCHANTS FROM
ALL CORNERS OF JACONIA COME HERE TO TRAPE, ANL IT IS ONE 3

. OF THE FEW PLACES WHERE MEMBERS OF THE BARBARIAN
CLANES CAN TRAPE THEIR WARES. =

%

YOU CAN BUY ANYTHING. TALES OF OF TIAN
WICKEPNESS ARE TOLP IN ALL CORNERS OF
TACONIA,

THE SOLUTHERNMOST OF THE GREAT KINGPOME IS OFT, THE
CAPITAL OF WHICH IS AN ENORMOUS, ANP RESTLESS, =D BY MOST 75 BE 4
STINKING PEN OF SIN WHERE, WITH ENOLIGH COIN,
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THERE ARE RLUINE IN THE PEPTHS OF THESE
FORESTS THAT EVEN THE WILP FOLK AVOIZ,
EVEN IN TIME IMMEMORIAL, THE FORESTS
WERE HOME TO ALL SORTS OF FORBIPPEN
ACTIVITIES, MAINLY PERFORMELD WHEN YOL

WISHED TO STEER CLEAR OF CURIOLS EYES
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THE WILP FOLK ARE A MOTLEY PEOPLE CONSISTING OF ESCAPED
SLAVES, CRIMINAL S, L LINATICS, CRACKPOTS ANP FORTLINE HUNTERS. ) AN
THEY WILL GLAPLY INTROPUCE THE LOCAL CUSTOMS TO ANY UNFORTLINA- s T\ ‘ (
TE STRANGER WHO HAPFENS LIFON THEIR LANDS, EACH WILEP FOLK \
FAMILY HAS THEIR OWN FORTIFIED VILLAGE, HIPPEN SOMEWHERE IN TH
PEPTHSE OF THE FOREST,
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TOL, POTH ANP TAXOE WERE ONCE TRAPING FOSTS. TOP HAS SINCE BEEN
TRANSFORMEL INTO AN ACTUAL KINGEPOM (ONE THAT HAPPENS TO RULE
OVER THE SETTLEMENTS OF THE RIVER FORK) BY THE NOBLEZ WHO
SETTLEP THERE FROM OTHER FARTSE OF JACONIA, BUT IN POTH ANEP
TAXOES PISAGREEMENTE ARE STILL SETTLEP BY THE EPGE OF A BLAPE.
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' THE REGION EAST OF THE EASTERN MOLUNTAINS IS THE PEVELOPING
PART OF JACONIA. THESE ONCE WEALTHY LANPS WERE CONGLIEREL

BY THE MOUNTAIN CLANS IN 216 VALIARIAN TIMES (VT), ANEP SINCE : THE COLUNTRYSIPE |8 LITTERED WITH DESTRO~
THEN PLAGLIES, RAIPS, ANP THE ARBITRARY WAR WABGING OF THE : ; & YEP FARMS ANP PESERTED VILLAGES, BATT-
BANPIT KINGS PESCENPING FROM THE AFOREMENTIONEL CON~ b LEFIELDPS COVERED IN BONES ANLP OFEN
RUERORS HAVE LEFT THE REGION SEVERELY PESOLATE.

MASE GRAVES.
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EMITH, JAFAS ANP SERES ARE STILL RULED BY THE PESCENLFANTS
OF THE RAYCOR CLAN, WHO REMAIN UNRECOBNIZEL BY THE REST
~ OF THE KINGPOMS ANP ARE STILL REFERREP TO AZ BANPIT KINGS.
THE NAME IS FITTING ANE THE TYRANNY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT
BLARING. HERE YOL ARE AS LIKELY TO GET ROBBEL BY THE SOLPI~__
ERS AL BY THE BANPITS.,

? HOWEVER, HLUMANS ARE NOT THE ONLY
é THREAT TO THESE LANPS. THE ONCE
g 2 NOBLE CITIES, CASTLES ANP PALACES

HAVE PETERIORATED VERY BAPLY. THE
ROAPE ANP ARUEPUCTS ARE LUNKEMPT, £0
THE POISONOUS WATER COMING IN FROM
/ BORVARIA HAS POLLLUTEP THE FIELPS ON
ko THE EASTBANK OF THE RIVER ARKES. WIT-
HOUT THE STILL FUNCTIONAL (THOUGH AN~ =
CIENT) SEWERAGE, THESE CITIES WOLLP

PROWN IN THEIR OWN FECES,

AMONG OTHER THINGE, THE PRAEFOR ARE ACCL~
SEDP OF BRINGING THE PLAGLUE INTO JACONIA
FROM BORVARIA. THE EFIPEMIC IS STILL RAVA-

GING THE EASTERN LANPSE, ANP APVENTURERS
WHO WISH TO AVOIP LYNCHING BETTER COME
PREPARELD WITH A FROPER COVER STORY.
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FEET TOWARLPS BORVARIA, THE LANP IS
COMPLETELY BARREN ANP PEAL,

= == = = N f{ e T~
R 1 " & ENTERED THE
TACONIA IS SURROUNCED BY THE WASTEL ANE S e ”iz' g :E‘-ij["?"; :‘;il ZA:/OL ;_"Z;HZ N’f;’;’
OF THE WOLE A 30 MILES WIFE STUNTES STEF, EROWTH THINNES OLT ANE WHAT
WHOSE VEGETATION SLOWLY THINNES OUT AS " I ol S LITTLE TREES AND BUSHES REMAIN
YOU APPROACH BORVARIA. FOR THE LAST 600 = == CROW MIESHAPEN AND TOWARES AN
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NOMALES INHABIT THE INNER RIM OF THE CIRCLULAR WASTEL ANE,
BUT YOL MAY RUN INTO THEM ELSEWHERE AS WELL, THEY PON'T
TAKE KINCLY TO STRANGERS, BUT ONE MAY SLURVIVE AN EN-
COUNTER WITH A NOMAL BY OFFERING GIFTS OR THROLIGH A
BIFTEL TONGLE, HOWEVER, SKIRMISHING WITH SETTLERS TENPS
TO MAKE THE TRIBES BELLIGERENT.

THE WASTELANE IS NAMELD AFTER ITE WOLVES, WHO
ARE THE ONLY PREPATORS IN THE AREA. PLURING WINTER,
THE FACKS OCCASIONALLY ATTACK HUMANS AS WELL,

THE WASTELAND IS NOT A NATURAL PESERT, THUS IT'E NOT FARTICULARLY PRY.
PURING SFPRING ANE AUTUMN THE RAINS MAY TURN LARGE AREAS OF LANE INTO
A MUPPY MESS ANE QUICKSANE IS AN EVER PRESENT THREAT. THE REGION
BEYONP THE WESTERN MOLINTAINS IS SEVERELY MIREL, WHEREAS IN THE EAST
THE FASSAGEWAYS ARE CUT OFF BY RIVERS.
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THE INNER RIM IS ALSO INHABITELY BY PEERS,
RABBITS ANP WILP KINE BUT THE FLIRTHER YOL/
TRAVEL, THE SMALLER, ANGRIER ANP MORE RES/~
LIENT THE ANIMALS GROW. EVEN THOUGH MOST
OF THESE SMALL CREATURES ARE FOISONOLS,
THERE ARE NO MONSTERS IN THE WASTELANEL.

A

Wasteland of the Wolf



il THE FRONTIER OF BORVARIA IS
Y®  ROUBHLY 200 YARPE WIPE ANS

INGER THERE, BUT FASSING THROLUGH
1S RELATIVELY SAFE, FOR A HLMAN.

LY THE WATER IS CLEAN, SO IT IS APVISA~
BLE TO FILL YOUR FLAGONS HERE.
BORVARIA WILL ENGLULF YOU THE
SECONF YOU FASS THIS FRONTIER.
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BIPE OF THE WASTELANG OF THE
WOLF, ABOLUT 500 YARPS FROM
THE FRONTIER.

NS

W) you SHOULE AVOIP AREAS THAT ARE OVERGROWN. U
‘.!l MOVING THROUGH IS SLOW, THE THORNS ANE SAP OF [

THE PLANTES ARE FOISONOLS, ANE MANY A BEAST

| LURK WITHIN THE BUSHES, EVEN A BORVARIAN HERB!- (]

VORE CAN BE QUITE THE CHALLENGE IN COMBAT.

BUILDINGS THAT ARE TOO
WELL PRESERVEL, UNTOLICHEL
BY THE WILPLIFE, CAN BE EVEN,

W MORE PANGEROUS THAN THE
; THICK BUSHES.

; YOU PIF NOT BRING WITH You.,

i EVEN FAMILIAR FRLUITS ANP BER~

B RIES ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM,
ANE CAN BE PEALLY,
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Borvaria



THE INPEFENPENT CITY OF CIRCOL LIES ON THE EASTEBANK OF THE
RIVER FRANFAR, 125 MILES SOLITH OF THE BARRELD CITY. IT IS ALL THAT
REMAINE OF THE KINBLPOM OF THE AGELESS. WHILE YOU CAN FINP THE
OCCASIONAL AGELESS IN ALMOST ANY MAJOR CITY IN JACONIA, WHERE
THEY ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF PIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY FROM THE MLINCA~
NE AUTHORITIES, IN CIRCOL THEY ARE THE GOVERNING CLASS, ANP NO
ONE BUT THE AGELESS THEMSELVES ANP THEIR SERVANTS ARE ALLO-

WEPD THROLIGH ITS GATES.

CIRCOL IS ALSO WHERE THE COLUNCIL. OF THE

AGELESS GATHERS, ANDP MOST OF THE BOOKS

ANP TREASLIRES THAT WERE SALVAGEP PLRING
THE CIVIL. WAR ARE HERE, EITHER FOR THE AGE~
LESE TO PERUSE OR BEHIND LOCKEL POORS,

THIS IS ALSO WHERE MAGE SLAYERS ARE
BROUBGHT IN FOR JUPBGEMENT.

FOR A CITY BLILT PLRING THE REIGN OF THE AGE~
LESS KINGS, CIRCOL IS RATHER SMALL. HOWEVER,
NEARLY ALL OF /TS BUILPINGS ARE ENORMOLIS FA-

LACES, WITH THE COLNCIL FALACE BEING THE HiG-
HEST BLILPING IN ALL OF JACONIA.

ALL SORTE OF RUMOLIRE ABOUT THE CITY ARE
WHISFEREL ARCLING JACONIA. AMONG OTHER
THING S, IT I8 SAIP THAT SLAVES ARE BEING
KIPNAPPELD IN THE PARK OF THE NIGHT AN
BROUGHT TO CIRCOL, WHERE THEY ARE
FORCEPD TO TAKE FART IN BRUTAL GLAPIATOR
MATCHES, OR THAT MONSTERS ARE BEING
BREP THERE IN FREFARATION FOR AN LIPRISING.
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WE ARE GOING TO STONE

THIS BOY TO PEATH,

HE'S A FAGGOT/

STRANGER.

=
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S0 WHATZ I AM AS WELL.
IM TAKING
THE BOY WITH ME,

CRIME AGAINST THE GREAT CREATOR,

ARTANTE/

" HAH! YOU WILL COME TO FING THAT MEN, ATTACK! HE IS AL ONE, 4
THE PEOPLE OF THIS TOWN PO NOT TOLERATE
SUCH GOPLESSNESS! TO LAY WITH A MAN IS A

ANEP THERE & OVER A
HUNPREP OF US/
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WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH YouU, MEN/Z %
THEY ARE GETTING AWAY! WHY AREN'T
YOU POING ANYTHING 7 PO YOU NOT FEAR

FEARSOME WARRIOR CLAN
e ARmNrE.?!/ IN ALL OF JACONIA. GAY AS

HE MAN WAS AN ERIPL. S
THEY ARE THE MOST

THE pAy IS LONG, EVERY




THE NAME OF MY SAVIOLR WAS KAFIR,
ANEP AS A TRAVELLING COMFPANION HE
WAS, ACMITTEPLY, A LITTLE QUEER,

} 2 e s/ .," 04
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HE HAILERZ FROM A SMALL
MOLINTAIN VILLAGE NEAR ANGAR.
WHEN HE WAS BORN, IT WAS
FORETOLP THAT ONE Ay HE
WOLULEP RULE ALL OF JACONIA.

N
TR
HE HAP ASSIMILATEL THE

IPEA THOROLIGHLY,

THIS WILL MAKE A FINE SFOT FOR
AN AQLEPLCT, THE WATER CAN BE
CONVEYEP FOR HUNPREPS OF MILES
INTO THE VALLEYS.,

I WILL BUILP A BATHHOUSE
ANP A BREWERY POWNHILL, IT
WILL APPEASE THE WIVES ANP

WHAT IF THE
LOCALS PO NOT
WANT AN
ARUEPLUCTZ

’ C (/‘ "\.\
S N\

THEY PO NOT WANT 1O

\ /), SUBMIT TO YOUR RULEZ

THAT'S 4 GOOP QUESTION

THE THOLUGHT NEVER
OCCLURRERP TO ME, L

.

/,;7

£,

P THIS 16 A SPARSELY POPULATES |
REGION. ZOOO RAIPERS WILL BE | I
MORE THAN ENOUGH, THE REBEL
LEAPERS ANP THEIR FAMILIES I WILL
CRUCIFY ALONG THIS ROAP... THE
PROMISE OF PARPON WILL PISARM
THOSE WHO REMAIN. ..




I AM A POET, A TRAINEP
SCRIBE, I KNOW NOTHING
ABOUT COOKING!

IT MATTERS NOT.
I CAN COOK ON
THE ROAL. USEP

S0, A FOET, HUHF7 AFTER I'VE PECLAREP
ANGAR AS THE NEW CAPITAL, I WILL BUILP
A LIBRARY IN YOLIR NAME ANP PELICATE

AN ENTIRE WING TO YOUR WORKS,

/ PON‘T WANT

A LIBRARY/

YOLR VERY OWN ACAPEMY THENZ OR
A THEATERZ A CONSERVATOIRE =

NO, NoO, Nof
YOLR IMFPOSITION IS
OFF-PUTTING/

LIFE'S ROAP SOMETIMES TAKES
ABSURE TURNS ANP BECOMES
PIFFICULT TO TRAVERSE, I HAVE
FALLEN IN LOVE WITH A MAN WHO
18 PRIVING ME BARKING MAL,
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é SEE NOT WHY YOU MUST FIGHT
THEM, IF THESE FIVE ARE SUCH

FEAREL OUTLAWS.,

ey \

bl ‘_,,: L\\ -~

— ‘ THESE PEOPLE NEEL HELF

| THE LANZ THIS ENTIRE

ORPEAL 1S MORE OF
A TANGENT, 6

A KING CANNOT BE A FARASITE
IN HIZ KINGPOM, HIS MISSION IS
ALSO TOHELF,




YO ARE NOT IMMORTAL, YoL!
UNPERSTANE THATZ YOL STRIPE ON
AZ [F NOTHING CAN TOLUCH Yo, BUT

IF YOU PON'T SOON WAKE LIF, you
WILL ENEZ LIP WASTING YOLR LIFE
ANP YOUR PREAMS OF BEING

\ \@L PIE WITH YOoU.
7

PP THE ONLY REASON THEY ARE
BEING FRIENPLY TO YOU IS
BECAUSE THEY THINK YOU WILL PIE
TOMORROW. THEY ONLY WISH YOU
PEAL A PECENT ENOUGH BLOW TO
THESE BANPITS BEFORE YOUR
PEMISE,

PO YOU THINK THESE PEOPLE
RESFECT YOUF THAT THEY ARE
GRATEFLUL 7 YOU ARE NOTHING TO
THEM BUT ANOTHER STRANGER
CAUSING UNWANTEL UNREST.

T 1Ly 8o
7\ COME HERE...
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YOU STILL THINK I WiLL WY 1AM WAITING, I AM HOPING, YET, ) §L NP romorcow morvme £ wiL
pIEZ SOF BEING THE PESSIMIST THAT I WALK BACK THIS WAY WITH
N2z FIVE HEAPS,
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L E_ / 3 THOSE WOLLP MAKE FOR
(-:“:} ) & ‘ POOR FINAL WORPS FOR THE
= e - — EPIC THAT I AM WORKING ON.




T WILL KEEP You BY MY SIPE UNTIL
YOU ARE OLEP ANE CAN NO LONGER
SEE TO WRITE. AFTER THAT, I WILL

HAVE AN ARMY OF SCHOLARS SCRIBE

POWN YOUR SONGS ANP YOUR TALES,

YOUR EPIC WILL BE REMEMBEREL FOR

FAREWELL,
BUTTERFLY,
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LAY LUCK BE ON
YOLIR SIPE, LION.
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HEAR ME, CITIZENS OF
AETHAKA! I, IRAM KAPIR,
SWEAR THIS...

A LD
v 8>
R 5

r
B “ﬂs!rl\\“ .‘ -‘D‘
" 7 ‘\u..\mml'%,

%
7/ . ’/fx

THIS WORLE IS ONLY FIT
FOR KINPLINGS!

J

I WILL LEAVE FOR NOW, BUT
WHEN I RETURN, EVERY LAST ONE
OF YOUR SOLPIERS, YOLR LEAPERS
ANP YOUR PRIESTS WILL PROWN IN
BLOOE I WILL KILL AS MANY
WOMEN, CHILPREN ANP ELPERS AS
IT TAKES TO SEVER THIS OLP
WORL LY/
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I AM QUEEN LIALA MALA
! I AM KNOWN A5 A
THE SOVEREIGN RULER OF JACONIA STRICT BUT JUST
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X i \ MAINTAIN ORPER IN THE
y " - \ PREVAILING SOCIETY.

THE PEOPLE
FEEL SAFE,
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FARRIGNIA, THE CAPITAL
OF JACONIA; THE ROYAL
PALACE, MY HOME,
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MY FATHER WAS KING TENIRAN, A
HANPSOME HEPONISTIC SWINE.
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TO THE THRONE, 50 I ANP MY SISTER
' WERE MERELY BEING RAISEL TO MARRY
INTO A SLUITABLE FAMILY,
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MY LONE BROTHER, SAERAS, WAS HEIR’% il;” TENL 1LY
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¢ I SPENT ALL MY FREE TIME IN THE
PALACE LIBRARY, NOSE IN TOMES,

SW—

POING HERE IN THE
LIBRARY Z EVERYONE

: ." 1101 : 1!|
Y I was IN THE

B 500K, MOTHER.,

MIPPLE OF A

k/
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" HAH, HAH, HAH!.

L/IALA AIMS TO BE
A SCRIBE! HAH

Gy




DESPITE MY ¢
FATHER'S APVICE, I
NEVER GAVE UP

'PO YOU THINK THAT BC’OKQ‘ A LAPY OF THIS COLRT
WILL GET YOU SOMEWHERE IN ONLY NEEPS TO KNOW HOoW | i
LIFE/Z YOU WILL NEVER FINP TO PO TWO THINGS: SLUCK \
ANY THING USEFLUL IN THEM/ COCK ANP KIsS ASS/
REAPING WON'T MAKE YOL ANY 7

l

WMIW,
i a1

"OTHERS TRIEP TO ESCAPE THE
HOLLOWNESS OF THEIR LIVES THROUGH < I
WILL PARTYING. I IMMERSED MYSELF IN q"!m o ) g

BOOKS, wll ',
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THE YEARS FASSED IN UNNECESSARY )
ANP POINTL
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N 7 TME ANP ALL MANNER OF
d | wroxicants prove my FarHeER

B8y THE PAX
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AN
S AN BN
HE CLUNG TO HIS,
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WHEN I WAS 16 YEARS
oL MY MOTHER PlEP

A WEEK LATER MY FATHER

> MARRIEP MY ELPEST SISTER.
IT WAS UNLAWFLIL, 8UT A
KING IS ABOVE THE LAW.

T REAL ABOUT SIMILAR INCICENTE

IN MY BOOKE, THE KINGS OF OLP

- AP BROKEN THEIR OWN LAWS AS
WELL. IT IS A KING'S RIGHT TO

COVET ANYTHNG ANZ ANYONE. || __ -

THE KINGPOM'S PUTY IS TO BENS f/ '[f/;{/

BROTHER'S TURN TO PIE,
HE WAS EXECLTEP FOR
CONSPIRING AGAINST THE
THRONE. 5

e 7 2 [{]

TO HIS WILL, TS
20D
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WHO KNOWS, I m
SUPPOSE IT'S “[
POSS/IBLE HE r

o/

n““r

.

THE BOOKS TOLP TALES OF JUST
RULERS A& WELL. THEY ALWAYS
HAP THE SMALLEST MONLUMENTS,
IF YOU PON'T INVEST IN THEM
YOURSELF, NO ONE ELSE WILL
REMEMBER YOL EITHER.
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SISTER WAS EXECLITEP FOR
INFIPELITY. MY FATHER MARRIEP
MY OTHER SISTER.
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WHEN I TURNELD 18, MY ELPEST

W "
N\

I KNEW THEN THAT MY

TURN WOLILP COME.
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MY SISTER HELP ON FOR 1 "

THREE MONTHS BEFORE

KILLING HERSELF

~t, - THE BEST THING I CAN SA4Y
" S ABOUT OUR WEPDING IS THAT
- THE FACAPE WAS BEAUTIFUL.

=

...........

U 7| € £ WAS OBECIENT
W Al ane awarrer TrHe
=i WINTER,
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W\ AFTER WHAT FELT
LIKE AN ETERNITY, IT
FINALLY CAME.
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PERFECT MURFER WEAFON. IT KILLS
WITH EFFICIENCY ANE CONGEALS THE
BLOOP WITH ITS COLPNESS,
PREVENTING IT FROM SFPILLING, BEFORE
TURNING INTO WATER, b
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MY VERY FIRST ACT AS QLEEN . /)
WAS RAISING MYSELF A L 4 GAME, ANC I
MONUMENT, ) 26 4 / KNOW HOW TO
" PLAY IT. I WILL BE
LARGER THAN THAT )1 /
OF MY FATHER'S, <
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UHM. PO Yo MINE
TAKING A LOOK AT
WHAT 'S IN FRONT OF you

BEFORE YOU LET YOLR
IMASINATION GET THE

He

MAL, I TELL
You! MAP!

| /B0 you TNk TM AFRAIC

OF HIMZ/ BULLEHIT I AM/

HE WILL YET EAT FROM
AN, JUET LIKE THE

H,
REST OF THEM P2.
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OH M. 1 v . I PON'T KNOW
4 ABOUT YOU, FRIENSS, ARTANTE IN POTH,
; Bur M 4 coware oF | | amesT THe crear
S - CONSIPERABLE FORESTS...
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7 N E Vol "4 i
WE ARE A PELEGATION N3/ LX) ';e"\:i  vaLL GOT A *'“-.ﬂ LISTEN UP, YOKEL, WE
FROM THE TRAPING (4 ‘. A AURIENCE S KNEW YOUR KING WHEN HE

HOUSE OF HALVER... HE N 7, WAS NOTHING MORE THAN A
HAVE COME TO SEE KING o WORTHLESS.,
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THEM, ) 2 A 7 5 %f;:.

NOT A BAD HALL  NSRSOXPMIRAN! HOW COULE |
XXX /

WHAT MAPNESS

FOR A KING, ’0‘0:93 YOUIZ THIS IS A PROVE YOU TO HANG
> ¢ TEMPLE OF ALL THE FRIESTS OF
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. ARTANTE/
'0%6%%
020% %"
LG X
s

ARTANTEZ

£l
]
e

v
bl 3 o'

A\ Z v A
n'” l[f;?‘;‘“ q

= 3 \I:" / ”‘:’f‘

“ ! ety 4 ; o ; s o B .
S e - O
: = !ﬁ,_ f,_’ = - e \ e

— = \ \\{\N‘Q i




—

MIRAN, THIS IS
SACRILEGE/

THESE WERE THE ONLY
LOPGINGS IN ALL OF POTH
BEFITTING A KING. I GAVE THE

OF TOWN... THEY PIPN'T
AGREE TO THAT. THEY PIPN'T
THINK I MEANT WHAT I SAIC7

.OR I8 IT A COINCIPENCE THAT
THE MOST FROMINENT

CAWES, ALSO HAPPENS TO BE
PEVOUT FOLLOWER OF
ARTANTEZ

PRERER

N & OH, YOU NORTHERN
MONKEYS! THE WILL FOLK
HAVE NEVER GIVEN A CAMN

I |OLUR SKIN, THE THINGS THEY §
ATTEMPT TO MELPLPLE IN.. IT

WAS HIGH TIME I SAVE :
THEM A 00F KICK IN

P DO YOU THINK
THE HEAD OF TH
CAWES FAMILY

ABOUT ARTANTIAN MIGHT HAVE TO
PRIESTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBTRUPERS, THE TAXES sS4y ABoUT
LEAVE BEHING THEIR THEY TRY TO PLUCK FROM R/ 2
POSSESSIONS AND GET OUT

SAY HELLO' TO LORP CAWES, THE
HOUSE OF CAWES IS NO MORE. THE
EASTERN WILP FOLK HAVE NOW ALL
LUNITEP IN SUPPORT OF ME ANP MY REIGN,

HoLy

YOLR MATESTY..
ARTANTE! MIGHT WE OF COURSE,
W T CONVERSE..IN GUARPS!
\ PRIVATEZ LEAVE LS,

3
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MIRAN, WHAT THE
HELL ARE YOLU LUP

“WHY, I THOUGHT IT'C
¥ 52 OBVIOUS.. T AM UNITING

ALL THE WILP FOLK TO FOR
A NEW KINGEOM..FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN JACONIA'S
HISTORY!




P

YOU'RE WRONG,
ORP HALVER,

> you cAveE ME THE
IPEA OF KINGSHIE., YOU
FUNPEL MY ASCENT., YOU

N

.BUT YOU PIP NOT MAKE ME KING!
I MAPE ME KING!

PUBLICALLY
ACKNOWLEPGEP MY

PROCLAMATION..

I TOOK ALL THE  CORGIVE L

RISKS! I PIP ALL Hipanikhimipn
YOUR PIRTY WE ARE WELL
WORK FOR YOU/ AWARE OF

YOUR MERITS.,

i
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BECALUSE I WAS PRACTICALLY A LIVING
LEGENP AMONG THE WILP FOLK., AN
APVENTURER ANFP A PRAEPOR, WHOSE

BUT YOU WERE
SLUPPOSEP TO BE THE
KING OF POTH, NOT ALL
WILE FOLK! WE NEVER 4
IMAGINEL..

..AS YOU WELL SHOULP BE, YOU
SUBGESTEPD THIS ARRANGEMENT

EXPLOITS WERE KNOWN TO ALL!

JUST COME OUT ANZ 24 IT... You w
NEVER IMAGINEP THAT THE WILP
FOLK WOLILP TRULY RECOGNIZE ME
AS THEIR LORE,.

IT HAS, IN FACT, BEEN EASIER FOR
THEM TO SUPPORT A ROOTLESS
STRANGER THAN A MEMBER OF A RIVAL
FAMILY. THEY KNOW MY REPUTATION. /.
THEY KNOW THAT I STANP FOR ALL OF/ /=~
THEM, EQUALLY/




VLE T ME GUESS,. YOU WISH TO TALK

TRAPEZ OF GOLFP ANP THE PEARLS
OF THE RIVER SERA/

THAT ONCE YOU ROSE TO
POWER, THE TRAPING HOLISE
OF HALVER WOULP RECEIVE
EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS TO
TRAPING THEM!

YOoU SUGGESTEPL IT.
I HAVE NOW THOLIGHT IT OVER..
TRAPING WILL REMAIN OFEN FOR
ALL HOUSES,. ANP THE PRICES

Cod )
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WILL, IN FACT, 8O LF..
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I NEVER PROMISEL YOLU ANYTHING!
IF YOU THOUGHT I WOLILEP REMAIN LOYAL
TO A RELATIVELY SMALL ANP
FARTICULARLY SLIMY TRAPING HOLISE
FILLED WITH BACKSTABBERS, YOL WERE

SEVERELY MISTAKEN...

CALM POWN,
FOR THE LOVE

THAT. THAT. THAT
UNGRATEFLL
PIECE OF

by

19 T
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HOW CAN I REMAIN CALM
WHEN THAT PIRTY HICK..Z

I HAVE TAKEN CARE OF IT.
I ALREAPY TOOK CARE
OF IT IN THE MORNING.
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/TONI@HT THE KING WILL SIT pauw\
TO ONE OF HIS FEASTS...
SECRETLY PROVICED BY THE

TRAPING HOUSE OF HALVER..

AFTER THE MEAL WE WILL
NEVER HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT THIS
EMBARRASSING
MISCALCULATION AGAIN..




PERCAL - PLANT
FPOISON..

QUITE A

WHERE THEY LEAP THE PI& PIS.

I
a, :'i i
| U
M A

IS THE POOL IN THE BACKYARE OF
OLP TAWOR STILL THEREZ THE ONE

WoULP IT 60,
YES IT'S STILL

(N
TOO QUICK, HAVE THEM STANE IN
THE FOOL UNTIL THEY COLLAFSE

ANP PROWN. HIT 'EM WITH STICKS /
IF THEY TRY TO CLIMB OUT.

REMARKABLY WELL
PISGUISEP WITH

S WHO PO THEY THINK 5
SMUGGLED THIS STUFF

FOR THEM=Z/

SACKLOAPS OF IT/

TAKE LORP HALVER ANP HIS
PARTY TO THE FOOL ANP

Boss/ IT'S
ALREALY TAKEN

o
%

AT
R
R

{BUT THE PISS ONLY COMES

NOW, LEAVE ME ALONE FOR A
MOMENT, I NEEP TO PECIPE

WHAT TO PO NEXT...
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